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Minute 23: Economic Justice

How can we renew our commitment to our testimonies of truth, justice, integrity
and equality, and discern action to take our witness forward?

We have heard today of a number of initiatives in which our Yearly Meeting and its
members are involved: the Ethical Trading Initiative and the work of Quaker Social
Action. We have shared something of our experience, ideas and discernment
from around the Yearly Meeting.

There are many small steps we can all take, as individuals and as meetings. But
we also feel called to work on a larger scale. The global economic system is
posited on continued expansion and growth, and in its pursuit of growth it is often
unjust, violent and destructive. Several Friends have said 'we must move out of
our comfort zone', and we have heard that rage and passion may also have a
place in our responses.

We need to continue to learn more about how we are influenced and constrained by the
economic system. We need to ask the question whether this system is so broken that we
must urgently work with others of faith and good will to put in its place a different system
in which our testimonies can flourish.

As individuals, and in our meetings, we must return to the place from which testimony
comes, to open ourselves to the Spirit and to wait humbly in the light. Together, we can
help one another to overcome our inertia.

We rededicate ourselves to a corporate discipline of waiting and opening to the leadings
of the Spirit on the issues before us at this yearly meeting. We ask Meeting for Sufferings
to keep this in view over the coming year.



